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Research Question

Who were the parents of Donalda Lareau, wife of Joseph Cayer, married 6 June 1931 in Lachine, Quebec,
Canada?

Background Information

Donalda (Lareau) Cayer was born 26 May 1910, in Lachine, Quebec, Canada to Nazaire Lareau and
Rosamonde Noiseux.' At first glance this answers the research question presented, however, family lore clouds
the basic facts regarding this presumption. The family of Donalda (Lareau) Cayer had passed down the story that
she was adopted and had lived in an orphanage prior to her marriage to Joseph Wilfrid Cayer on 6 June 1931, in
Lachine, Quebec.”

Findings

The Roman Catholic parish records of Saints-Anges-Gardiens in Lachine, Quebec, Canada, document
Donalda Lareau was baptized on 28 May 1910.° The baptismal entry appears to state that Donalda was born “le
vingt-six dernier,” (translated to “the 26™ last month™) although the handwriting is somewhat difficult to interpret.
This is supported by later records in which Donalda herself reported a birth date of 26 May 1910.* The entry
states the parents as Nazaire Lareau and Rosamonde Noiseux, with the sponsors being Alfred Forget and
Ildegonde Noiseux, who was Rosamonde Noiseux’s twin sister.” The entry was revised at a later date to document
the marriage of Donalda Lareau to Joseph Cayer.

Rosamonde and Ildegonde Noiseux were twins born in Dunham, Quebec on 18 November 1886 to
Prudent Noiseux and Domithilde Robert.® The Noiseux family were shown residing in Dunham in the 1891, 1901
Censuses of Canada, and Rosamonde was a member of the Ste Croix Parish of Dunham when she married Jean
Baptiste Nazaire Lareau on 5 July 1909.”

Jean Baptiste Nazaire Lareau was born 24 January 1883 to Guillaume Lareau and Onesime Dubuc, in
Missisquoi, Dunham, Quebec.® Prior to his marriage in 1909 to Rosamonde Noiseux in Montreal, he does not
appear in Canada’s 1901 census.

The family appears in the 1911 Census of Canada in the 162 Jacques-Cartier District, Lachine, Quebec,
the Nazaire Laroe Household was made up of Nazaire Laroe born January 1884 head, Rosa his wife born
November 1887, and Donalda, incorrectly listed as their son, born in May 1910.° The uniqueness of the names of

Hallinan Genealogy | Research Report | Page 1



the father and the daughter, combined with the date of birth of Nazaire, make this a strong likelihood that this is
the Lareau family.

The remainder of the decade saw the family expand to add the birth of an additional three children, only
two of whom survived infancy. Joseph Isaie Henri Lareau, was born on 3 April 1912, baptized on 7 April 1912."°
Joseph Louis Dedace Lareau, born 26 February 1915, baptized 28 February 1915."' He died on 2 June 1916 and
was buried on 4 June 1916, the burial entry was recorded in the Saints-Anges-Gardien parish register.'” The final
child born was Marie Alice Lareau born on 24 November 1916 and baptized on 26 November 1916."

As the decade came to a close World War [ was ending and a global influenza pandemic was developing,
Canada was hit extremely hard and it left a deep mark on nearly every province and community. Roughly one in
six Canadians became infected, estimates placed death tolls between 50,000 and 55,000 people, with deaths often
occurring within days of symptoms appearing, it heavily targeted healthy adults aged 20-40. In the parish register
of Saints-Anges-Gardiens in Lachine, Quebec, on 12 October 1918, the unnamed infant child of Nazaire Lareau
and Rosamonde Noiseux was buried.'* Three days later, 15 October 1918, Rosamonde Noiseux died and was
buried on 18 October 1918."° Two months later Rosamonde’s mother, Domathile (Robert) Noiseux, died in
Dunham, Quebec. While no cause of death was identified, the clustered losses occurred during the height of the
1918 influenza pandemic in Canada and may reflect the broader family disruption experienced during that
period.'®

While no probate, will, or guardianship records are found for the estate of Rosamonde (Noiseux) Lareau,
the next record of the family is found in the 1921 Census of Canada. In the Amadee Noiseux household, Donalda
Lareau and her siblings Henri and Alice are enumerated as part of the household in Missisquoi, Dunham

Township, Quebec.!” This location is the same location that the Noiseux family was residing in the 1901 census.'®

Nazaire Lareau remarried 14 October 1926 to Claire Houle, daughter of Delphis Houle and Marie
Hermine Suave, in Montreal.'” ?° They had a daughter, Marie Claire Jaqueline Lareau, born on 12 August 1927,
her sponsors were Donalda Lareau and Henri Lareau, her half-siblings.?' Unfortunately, Claire (Houle) Lareau
died the same day their daughter was born, possibly during or shortly after childbirth.?? By 1931, Marie Claire
Lareau resided in the household of her maternal grandmother.? This is a pattern that was repeated from the death
of his first wife when Nazaire’s children were living with his late wife’s family.

Lareau Family Placement Pattern

Donalda Lareau

Household /
Event Date Evidence Placement Significance
Outcome
Donalda, Henri, and
Death of . . Alice Lareau later Maternal-family
Parish Burial . ..
Rosamonde October 1918 Records appear in Amedee caregiving pattern
Noiseux. ’ Noiseux Household | established.
(1921).
Supports kin

grandmother

maternal family.

with maternal 1921 Census, Dunham. Residing Wlt}.l placement .rather
. maternal family. than adoption or
relatives.
orphanage.

Marie Claire Lareau Pattern repeated
Death of Claire Aucust 1927 Parish Burial later appears in followin pmaternal
Houle. gu Records. Hermina Houle death &

household (1931). '
Marie Claire Lareau Residine with Reinforces recurring
with maternal 1931 Census, Hochelaga g family response

pattern.

Table 1. [Lareau Family Placement Pattern.]
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The placement of children within maternal family networks following the deaths of Rosamonde Noiseux
and Claire Houle suggests a recurring family response pattern. This pattern provides context for later oral
traditions that Donalda was adopted or raised outside the parental household. (See Table 1).

The Nazaire Lareau household in the 1931 census included his children Henri and Alice.?* Nazaire Lareau
was listed as the nearest relative to Joseph Guy Real Cayer on the 1945 U.S. Immigration documentation, his
mother is Donalda Cayer and his grandfather is Nazaire Lareau both of whom share the same address in Lachine,
Quebec.”

Conclusion

Evidence establishes Donalda (Lareau) Cayer as the daughter of Jean Baptiste Nazaire Lareau and
Rosamonde Noiseux. Parish registers, census records, and later family associations consistently support this
relationship. Documentary evidence supporting formal adoption was not located. Instead, the evidence suggests
family disruption following the deaths within the Lareau household in 1918 and subsequent placement of Donalda
and her siblings within the maternal family network. Similar placement patterns following the later death of Claire
Houle provide additional context for family traditions that Donalda had been adopted or raised outside the
parental household.

Recommendations for Further Research

1. Additional time to be allocated for guardianship and probate records relating to the minor children of
Nazaire Lareau and Rosamonde Noiseux to determine whether legal placement records exist.

2. Continued research into Henri and Alice Lareau after the 1931 census.

3. Expansion of research into Marie Claire Lareau to evaluate later relationships with her half-siblings.
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